
Installing  
Dimmable Cold Cathode Fluorescent Light Bulbs 

 
 
Please understand that dimmable cold cathode fluorescent (CCFL) light bulbs 
will not work properly at the same voltage settings used for incandescent light 
bulbs.  If you simply replace your incandescent light bulbs without adjusting your 
dimmer, your new dimmable CCFL light bulbs will flicker and extinguish at the 
low voltage setting.  Therefore, we recommend the following procedure when 
installing dimmable CCFL light bulbs: 
 

1. Turn off the power to your current incandescent light bulbs. 
2. Replace the incandescents with your new dimmable CCFL light bulbs. 
3. Re-energize the lighting circuit with your dimmer in the “full light” setting. 
4. Slowly dim your new CCFL light bulbs until they just begin to flicker. 
5. From that point, raise the light level slightly until all CCFL light bulbs are 

operating without flicker at a dimmed level.  Set this level as your new “low 
setting.” 

 
This procedure should prevent flickering, extinguishing at low levels, and early 
failure of CCFL light bulbs.  If, however, these difficulties occur, replace any 
CCFL light bulb with an incandescent light bulb.   The addition of an 
incandescent or inductive load will stop the flicker, allow a lower light level 
setting, and should prolong the life of your CCFL light bulbs. 
 
 
Please let us know if we can help in any other way. 
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